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“This pandemic is not just a health 
crisis. For vast swathes of the globe, the 

pandemic will leave deep scars. Without support 
from the international community, we risk a 
massive reversal of gains made over the last two 

decades, and an entire generation lost, 
if not in lives then in rights, 
opportunities and dignity.”

- UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner 



Source: WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) situation reports, July 9 2020

The world reached the 1 million 
case mark on April 1 and has 
now surpassed the 12-million 

mark – at a pace of over 1 
million new cases every week 

since June.

EPIDEMIC CURVE OF CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES BY WHO PER REGION
Cases by date of case reporting December 30 through July 9, 2020

Accelerated pace of new cases globally…

This week, in mid-July, the rate 
of new cases has accelerated to 
230,000 new cases per day (or 

1.6 million per week) driven 
mostly by a spread to more 

populous developing countries 
(Brazil, Mexico, India, Pakistan, Iran, among the 

largest ones)

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports


Acceleration 
of Covid-19 
cases per 
country 
comparison

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-cases


Number of 
confirmed 
Covid-19 
deaths per 
country 
comparison

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-deaths


Human 
development 
faces an 
unprecedent 
regress due 
to the 
impacts on 
health, 
education 
and income 

Source: United Nations Development Programme (2020), COVID-19 and Human Development

Six years of human development gains are lost…



The multifaceted 
crises is directly 
reversing the 
hard gains made 
by countries 
against the 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals (SDGs), 
requiring 
different sets of 
policies and 
solutions to 
respond

71-100 million 

people will be 

pushed into 

extreme poverty 

because of the 

economic shocks 

from COVID-19 

(World Bank)

On average, women make 

up to 70% of health care 

workers and social care 

sector in 104 countries. 

Women already do 3X as 

much unpaid care work as 

men. With COVID-19, 

unpaid care work has 

increased. In developing 

countries, vast majority of 

women’s employment is in 

the informal economy –

about 70% COVID-19 

quarantining has caused a 

spike in domestic violence 

levels (WHO, 

UN Women)

Nearly 1.2 billion 

learners (or 68% 

of the total 

students enrolled) 

are affected by 

school closures 

144 countries still 

have nationwide 

closures in place 

(UNESCO)

55% of the world’s 

population (as many 

as four billion 

people) are not 

covered by social 

insurance or social 

assistance. Globally, 

only 20% of 

unemployed people 

are covered by 

unemployment 

benefits, and in 

some regions the 

coverage is much 

lower (ILO)





Bleak scenario: negative 
growth and rising poverty…

• The World Bank projects that COVID-19 could 
push 71 million people into extreme poverty in 
2020 under the baseline scenario and 100 
million under the downside scenario. 

• Global extreme poverty rate would increase 
from 8.23% in 2019 to 8.82% under the 
baseline scenario or 9.18% under the 
downside scenario, representing the first 
increase in global extreme poverty since 1998, 
and effectively wiping out progress made since 
2017. 

• Almost half of the projected new poor will be 
in South Asia, and more than a third in Sub-
Saharan Africa. 

Source: IMF – WEO (2020), World Bank (2020)

https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty


Regional distribution of Covid-19 induced poor… 

Source: Lakner et al. (2020), PovcalNet, Global Economic Prospects – World Bank (June 2020)

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/765601591733806023/pdf/How-Much-Does-Reducing-Inequality-Matter-for-Global-Poverty.pdf
http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/povOnDemand.aspx
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/global-economic-prospects


Covid-19 Country Level Response



Socioeconomic impact assessments…

63 countries with Socioeconomic Impact Assessments finalized, others in the 
pipeline  

37 UN Country Teams with countries with Socioeconomic Response Plans finalized 



Upstream collaboration 
continues to be the 
most important first 
step in building IFI 
partnerships at the 
country level, where 
joint engagement  with 
the UN Country Teams 
on socioeconomic 
assessments and 
recovery frameworks is 
underway in 73 
countries

*Based on a total of 105 countries.  

Source: UNDP Survey (last update 22 May 2020)

Enhanced collaboration between the UN and IFIs …



SMALL DEVELOPING ISLAND STATES 

▪ Heterogenous group of 
38 countries mostly MICs

▪ Highly vulnerable to CC. 
Energy and tourism 
dependent 

▪ Needs concessional flows 
like LICs. Hence UN 
advocacy needed to 
benefit from Debt 
standstill

▪ Government requested 
UN to hep develop a 
Multidimensional 
Vulnerability Index for 
SIDS (UNDP-DESA-EOSG)

MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES

▪ Need to address “fiscal 
termites” (e.g. fossil fuel 
subsidies) to protect 
shrinking fiscal space

▪ Stimulus packages not 
tricking down enough to 
MSMEs and informal 
sectors (average 60% of 
employment) 

▪ Social protection policies 
missing the middle class 
(72% of the population) 
with risk of the middle-
income blues

▪ A UN Guidance Note may 
be needed

COUNTRIES WITH FRAGILITIES

▪ Need to triangulate the 
socioeconomic framework with the 
triple nexuses (Humanitarian-
Development-Peace)

▪ A UN Guidance Note on Conflict 
Sensitivity, Peacebuilding, and 
Sustaining Peace to be issued soon 
(UNDP-PBSO, UNICEF, UNHCR, UN 
Habitat, WFP, UNOPS)

▪ DPPA-UNDP 50+ Peace and 
Development Advisors 
operationalizing the UN Framework

▪ Sweden (in the framework of PBC) 
advocating for good peacebuilding 
donorship

SIDS MICs Fragile 

The socioeconomic impact assessments, some implicit others more explicit, state that policy 
approaches, whilst globally informed, must be contextually informed

Country context matters in the recovery



EMERGING 7 INTERRELATED TIPPING POINTS  
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A rights-based social 

contract grounded on 

greater solidarity

04. INCLUSION & DIVERSITY
A decisive move on inclusion 

and diversity (most specifically 
gender inequality)

02. CAPABILITIES

A capabilities revolution 

focused on health (UHC), 

and addressing income 
inequalities (UBI)

03. CLIMATE AND NBSs

A climate and nature-based 

transition; de-coupling growth 

from carbon emissions and 
unsustainable C&P patterns 

05. DIGITAL DISRUPTION

A digital disruption rebooted, 
for people and planet

07. HUMAN RIGHTS & MULTILATERALISM

Reasserting the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights and 
a rebirth of multilateralism

06. PEACE 

Peaceful and resilient institutions 

and societies capable of 

prevention, preparedness and risk 
management

01. SOCIAL CONTRACT 

Beyond recovery: Towards 2030



www.undp.org


